
  
    Skip to main content
  

    


    
      

        
                  


        
          
                          
                [image: Universiteit Leiden]
              
                      

                            
                    Leiden University                    Scholarly Publications
                  

                  


                
          
            
                  
    
  
    	Home
	Submit
	About
	
  Select Collection 
 All collections
This collection
Academic speeches
Dissertations
Faculty of Archaeology
Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs
Faculty of Humanities
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences
Leiden Journals, Conference Proceedings and Books
Leiden Law School
Leiden University Press
Medicine / Leiden University Medical Centre (LUMC)
Research output UL





  Search box 
 









  

  


                      

        


      

    
 

    


    


                    

          
          
                      
                  
    
  

            
    
      
        
  
  
      
        
      
      Persistent URL of this record    https://hdl.handle.net/1887/9472  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  


  

              Documents

        
    
       

   
       	
     	
         Violence, ritual, and reproduction: culture and context in Surma dueling       
	
         Not Applicable (or Unknown)     
	
       closed access            


     

 
  

    

  


  

              In Collections

        
    
      
This item can be found in the following collections:

	African Studies Centre Leiden (ASCL)



    

  

  

              

 
          
          
                                          
              
                                            
    
  

            
    
      

  
          
        [image: ]      

      

          
          
          
                                        	
                                
                  Abbink, G.J.                                  
                                
                                  (1999)                                
              
	
                  
                                                            Violence, ritual, and reproduction: culture and context in Surma dueling                  

              
	
                Article / Letter to editor              
	
                 Through a study of the ceremonial stick duelling among the Surma of southern Ethiopia, this article explores the sociocultural context of ritual violence in a small-scale agropastoralist society and its relation to social reproductive concerns. Surma male stick duelling ('sagine'), contained by strict rules of procedure, is a form of ritualized violence among Surma themselves, and contrasts sharply with violence against members of non-Surma neighbouring groups. 'Sagine' can be interpreted not only as the management of relations between competing territorial sections within Surma society, but also in terms of the connection between sociality and sexuality in Surma life. However, contrary to sociobiological predictions, combat success is neither valued for its own sake nor does it show itself to be reproductively advantageous in a statistical sense.              
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