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                                                            Youth between state and rebel (dis) orders: contesting legitimacy from below in Sub-Sahara Africa                  

              
	
                Article / Letter to editor              
	
                The Sahel has gained attention in international politics as one of the central theatres in the war on terrorism. International actors in this war seek alliances with states in the region, reinforcing the latter’s military strength and their legitimacy from outside. At the same time, increasingly-connected young populations question the legitimacy of their states, and contest that legitimacy from within and below. In the absence of states delivering any reasonable form of social contract, young people become torn between different governing orders and find themselves in a liminal space. In this article we present the cases of youth in Mali and Chad, who find themselves in a period of re-definition of their position in society and hence search for legitimate structures representation. In this search they may frame their belonging in terms of ethnicity, religion or political opposition – and increasingly also in adherence to global citizenship. New information flows and connectivity...Show moreThe Sahel has gained attention in international politics as one of the central theatres in the war on terrorism. International actors in this war seek alliances with states in the region, reinforcing the latter’s military strength and their legitimacy from outside. At the same time, increasingly-connected young populations question the legitimacy of their states, and contest that legitimacy from within and below. In the absence of states delivering any reasonable form of social contract, young people become torn between different governing orders and find themselves in a liminal space. In this article we present the cases of youth in Mali and Chad, who find themselves in a period of re-definition of their position in society and hence search for legitimate structures representation. In this search they may frame their belonging in terms of ethnicity, religion or political opposition – and increasingly also in adherence to global citizenship. New information flows and connectivity among young people in these regions, and between them and the diaspora, has given a new turn to their search for citizenship/belonging and rightful representation. However, whether their search will be successful in this geopolitical context is questionable.Show less              
	
                Chad
Mali
Subsaharan Africa
youth
              

	All authors
	Bruijn, M.E. de; Both, J.C.


                       
               
               
               
               
               
               
                                                                                                                                                        	Date
	2017-07-26


                                                                                  	Journal
	
                    Small Wars & Insurgencies                  


                                           
                                                              	Volume
	28


                                                                                    	Issue
	4-5


                                                                                              	Pages
	
                    779                                          -
                                        798                  


                                                                                                                                	DOI
	
                                          doi:10.1080/09592318.2017.1322329                                      


                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

      
    



    

  

  

                                        

 




        
 
       

    
          
    
  

            
    
      ©2020-2024 Leiden University

				A service provided by Leiden University Libraries

    

  


  

            
    
      	Contact
	About us
	Recently Added
	Digital Collections
	Student Repository

    

  

  

      
 

  

 
  