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                This research deals with the appearance and charasteritics of sleeve attachtment of late medieval chainmail armours from Europe and the Middle-East. The first step of the research was to collect data from historical chainmail armours. For this purpose the chainmail armours in the collection of the National Military Museum in Soest (NL). From this research it could be concluded that 4 distinct types of sleeve attachment were present in the dataset. These types are: a sleeve with a patern that continues in the patern of the body, a sleeve with a pattern that was perpendicular to the patern of the body, a sleeve with a patern continuing in the patern of the body but with an extra rectangle fixed in the armpit and a sleeve with a continuing patern and an extra rectangle in the armpit that is perpendicular to the patern in the sleeve and body.Two of these types of sleeve attachments have an European origin and two types of sleeve attachments have a Middle-Eastern origin. All of these...Show moreThis research deals with the appearance and charasteritics of sleeve attachtment of late medieval chainmail armours from Europe and the Middle-East. The first step of the research was to collect data from historical chainmail armours. For this purpose the chainmail armours in the collection of the National Military Museum in Soest (NL). From this research it could be concluded that 4 distinct types of sleeve attachment were present in the dataset. These types are: a sleeve with a patern that continues in the patern of the body, a sleeve with a pattern that was perpendicular to the patern of the body, a sleeve with a patern continuing in the patern of the body but with an extra rectangle fixed in the armpit and a sleeve with a continuing patern and an extra rectangle in the armpit that is perpendicular to the patern in the sleeve and body.Two of these types of sleeve attachments have an European origin and two types of sleeve attachments have a Middle-Eastern origin. All of these chainmail armours date from the late middle ages (1400-1800). Following this study of the historical material experiments have been done to gain an insight in two important charasteristics of the different typesd of sleeve attachment. The charasteritics that have been examined are freedom of movement and offered protection. To be able to do experiments with these different sleeves two riveted chainmail armours have been constructed, each with two of the four types of different sleeve attachments that appear in the dataset. The first experiment was the freedom of movement experiment. For this experiment the chainmail armour were worn by a testsubject which moved the arms upward. During this movement the maximum unhinderd height the arm could be lifted was documented as the limit of free movement. To be able to accuratly measuring the maximum height the experiment was done in front of a board of numbered lines. The conclusion of this experiment is that there is a major difference in freedom of movement. The sleeve with the patern continuing in the patern of the body and no extra rectangle perfomed best in this experiment. The second experiment was the protection experiment. For this experiment the chainmail armours were put on a dummy made of wood and PU foam. Three different attacks were tested on each sleeve attachment, a stab with the point of a poleaxe in the armpit, a stab with a langes-messer in the armpit and an attack called the half-sword technique, also aimed at the armpit. The conclusion of this experiment is that there is a difference in the protection that the chainmail offers to attacks. The sleeve with the extra rectangle in the armpit that has a patern perpendicular to the patern of the sleeve performed best in this experimentShow less              
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