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Chapter 7. Conclusions

7KLV ERRN SURSRVHV D *,6EDVHG SURFHGXUH WR XVH
OHJDF\ VXUYH\GDWDIRUUHJLRQDOVFDOHLQYHVWLJDWLRQV
of settlement patterns. Considering the wealth and
growing accessibility of these data, it is vital to
develop solid methodologies that permit us to use
WKLV FRPSOH[ DQG YDULHJDWHG GDWDVHW IRU KLVWRULFDO
reconstructions. To this effect, this study has presented
a method which not only offers a way to formally
WDFNOHDUHVHDUFKTXHVWLRQXVLQJ OHJDF\ VLWHEDVHG
survey data (i.e. GHGXFWLYHLQGXFWLYH VWUDWHJ\  EXW
ZKLFKDOVRSURYLGHVZLGHO\DSSOLFDEOHPHDQVWRGHDO
with biases affecting these data. The study of surface
visibility and geomorphological processes needs to
become standard procedure in regional settlement
pattern analyses (see discussion and applications
in e.g. 7HUUHQDWR  $PPHUPDQ  YDQ /HXVHQ
 %DQQLQJ et al.   )HLNHQ  'H
1HHI6HYLQNet al. 7KLVERRNXQGHUOLQHV
the advantages that the assessment of biases can
provide for the interpretation of settlement patterns.
The analysis of distortions in site patterns allows
researchers to recognize misleading observations
and avoid biased interpretations. Clearly, this type
of analysis should be incorporated as an essential
component within the landscape archaeology project
ZRUN SODQ VHH GLVFXVVLRQ LQ YDQ /HXVHQ 
7HUUHQDWR   ,Q WKLV ZD\ D GLVWLQFWLRQ FDQ EH
PDGH EHWZHHQ WKRVH SDWWHUQV SURGXFHG E\ SRVW
depositional processes and those that are instead
representative of the ancient settlement organization.
The method proposed in this book incorporates
WKLV ELDVWHVWLQJ DV D NH\ VWHS LQ WKH SURFHGXUH RI
UHFRQVWUXFWLQJUHJLRQDOVHWWOHPHQWSDWWHUQVIURPVLWH
based survey data.
5HJDUGLQJ WKH FDVHVWXG\ ZH KDYH VHHQ WKDW WKH
method allowed answering the central research
question, on which of the two proposed scenarios of

early Roman colonial rural settlement organization
LVPRVWOLNHO\WREHFRUUHFW%\DSSO\LQJDGHGXFWLYH
inductive procedure, new light could be shed on
early Roman colonial landscapes in central and
southern Italy. This research strategy not only
SHUPLWWHG HI¿FLHQW WHVWLQJ RI WKH UHOLDELOLW\ RI
FRPSHWLQJ VHWWOHPHQW WKHRULHV RQ DQ LQWHUUHJLRQDO
OHYHO GHGXFWLYH DQDO\VLV &KDSWHU   LW DOVR
offered a better understanding of local variations
in settlement preferences that further enhanced our
understanding of early colonial period settlement
EHKDYLRU LQ VSHFL¿F UHJLRQV LQGXFWLYH DQDO\VLV
&KDSWHU %LDVWHVWLQJ &KDSWHUVDQG DOORZHG
XVWRH[FOXGHWKHSRVVLELOLW\WKDWVXUYH\VLWHSDWWHUQV
were the mere result of modern visibility and
geomorphological factors, rather than representative
of ancient settlement strategies.
7ZR VLJQL¿FDQW FRQFOXVLRQV RQ VHWWOHPHQW SDWWHUQV
in early Roman colonial territories were reached.
First, the conventional colonial settlement model
which presumes that colonial rural settlements were
regularly organized, has been seriously undermined.
The detailed analysis presented in this book has
shown that this theory is incompatible with the
DYDLODEOH VXUYH\ VLWHEDVHG GDWD ZKLFK IRU WKH
WUHDWHG FDVHVWXG\ FRQVLVWHG RI UHFRUGHG VLWH SRLQW
distributions (for other studies that reached similar
FRQFOXVLRQV IRU WKHVH EXW DOVR IRU RWKHU FRQWH[WV
using different approaches and data see Pelgrom
6WHN ,QIDFWWKLVVWXG\SURYLGHG
solid evidence that the survey data instead strongly
match the more recently proposed polynuclear,
YLOODJHEDVHGVHWWOHPHQWWKHRU\LQWHUPVRIVHWWOHPHQW
density and site patterns. Based on the different
interrelated analyses carried out in this book, it can
QRZ EH H[FOXGHG WKDW WKH FOXVWHUHG SDWWHUQV LQ WKH
dataset of Aesernia and Venusia are the result of
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SRVWGHSRVLWLRQDOELDVHVRURIPDMRUPHWKRGRORJLFDO
differences in survey recording methods (for another
FRORQLDOFDVHVWXG\ZLWKVLPLODUUHVXOWVVHH+D\HV 
0DUWLQLHVSFK 7KHFOXVWHUVRIVLWHVDVZHOO
as the low site density areas, and the empty zones in
between them, are most likely the result of ancient
location preferences and connected settlement
strategies, rather than the result of the visibility and
geomorphological biases considered in this analysis.
7KH VHFRQG FRQFOXVLRQ UHJDUGV RQH RI WKH FRQWH[WV
analyzed in this book, namely the territory of the
Latin colony of Venusia. For this region, it was
possible to dig deeper into the logic behind the
UHFRUGHG VLWH SDWWHUQV &KDSWHU  VKRZHG WKDW WKH
settlement clustering of archaeological sites did not
happen randomly across the landscape, but instead
WDUJHWHGVSHFL¿FODQGSRFNHWVRQO\PDUJLQDOO\VHWWOHG
LQWKHSUHYLRXVSUHFRORQLDOSHULRG$FFRUGLQJWRWKH
results from the inductive analysis, the preference
for these zones seems to have been determined
by two main cultural factors during the colonial
SHULRG UG±VWFHQWXU\%& QDPHO\D WKHSUH
colonial settlement organization and b) the vicinity
WR WKH FRORQLDO XUEDQ FHQWHU 7KH LQÀXHQFH RI WKH
latter factor was already noted during the deductive
DQDO\VLV SHUIRUPHG HDUOLHU LQ &KDSWHU  VHFWLRQ
  ZKHQ WKH GDWD ZHUH FRPSDUHG ZLWK WKH
µDGMXVWHG¶9RQ7KQHQPRGHO
The working hypothesis of a nucleated settlement
RUJDQL]DWLRQ FRXOG WKXV EH FRQ¿UPHG GHGXFWLYH
DQDO\VLV &KDSWHU   DQG FRPSOHPHQWHG ZLWK QHZ
information regarding the rationale that probably
determined the location of settlement clusters in the
WHUULWRU\RI9HQXVLD LQGXFWLYHDQDO\VLV&KDSWHU 
Of course, it is impossible to tell from patterns in
survey sites whether the people living there were
of Roman or native origin. However, the research
presented in this book has demonstrated that during
the Republican period the communities settling
these territories adopted a settlement strategy that
VLJQL¿FDQWO\GLIIHUHGIURPFRQYHQWLRQDOH[SHFWDWLRQV
These communities seem to have placed their
VHWWOHPHQWVLQDÀH[LEOHZD\E\FKRRVLQJWRFOXVWHU
their dwellings in those zones only marginally settled
LQWKHSUHYLRXVSUHFRORQLDOSHULRG7KLVFKRLFHVHHPV
to be independent from favorable environmental



IDFWRUVRUDWOHDVWWKHVHZHUHQRWWKHPRVWLQÀXHQWLDO
aspects. Instead, settlement location was likely
UHODWHGWRWKHLQÀXHQFHSOD\HGE\WKHFRORQLDOWRZQ
and the geopolitical landscape organization (i.e. local
cultural constraints).
These newly acquired insights on the character of
rural settlement patterns in early colonial landscapes
of central and southern Italy can now be tested
IXUWKHU LQ WKH ¿HOG RU LQ WKH ODERUDWRU\ DV ZHOO DV
being applicable to testing for survey datasets of
other territories. This study has demonstrated that,
if approached in a proper way, (legacy) survey data
can disclose important information about settlement
patterns and about the principal processes that
determined these patterns.
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