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                Doctoral Thesis              
	
                This thesis investigates different aspects of apathy - as a distinct clinical syndrome assessed with the Apathy Scale- in older persons with and without concurrent depression. In Chapter 2, clinically relevant subtypes of apathy according to the Apathy Scale in older persons from the PROMODE study are examined, using data-driven Latent Class Analysis (LCA). Further, specific characteristics across the classes identified by LCA are investigated. Then, in Chapter 3, cross-sectionally the prevalence, severity and clinical profile of apathy in depressed and non-depressed older persons, in relation to various possible determinants is described. Chapter 4 examines which characteristics predict, over a 2-year period, the incidence and course of apathy in at baseline depressed older persons from the NESDO study. Chapter 5, using data of the NESDO and NESDA, investigates the presence of  apathy in late-life compared to early-life depression, and various determinants of clinically relevant...Show moreThis thesis investigates different aspects of apathy - as a distinct clinical syndrome assessed with the Apathy Scale- in older persons with and without concurrent depression. In Chapter 2, clinically relevant subtypes of apathy according to the Apathy Scale in older persons from the PROMODE study are examined, using data-driven Latent Class Analysis (LCA). Further, specific characteristics across the classes identified by LCA are investigated. Then, in Chapter 3, cross-sectionally the prevalence, severity and clinical profile of apathy in depressed and non-depressed older persons, in relation to various possible determinants is described. Chapter 4 examines which characteristics predict, over a 2-year period, the incidence and course of apathy in at baseline depressed older persons from the NESDO study. Chapter 5, using data of the NESDO and NESDA, investigates the presence of  apathy in late-life compared to early-life depression, and various determinants of clinically relevant apathy in older compared to younger depressed persons. In Chapter 6 the association of the presence of apathy among community-dwelling older persons from the PROMODE study and a diminished quality of life is examined. All results are placed a current perspective in Chapter 7 that also discusses clinical implications, and makes some recommendations for future research.Show less              
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