
  
    Skip to main content
  

    


    
      

        
                  


        
          
                          
                
              
                      

                            
                    Leiden University                    Student Repository
                  

                  


                
          
            
                  
    
  
    	Home
	Submit
	About
	
  Select Collection 
 All collections
This collection
Archaeology
Governance and Global Affairs
Humanities
ICLON
Science
Social and Behavioural Sciences





  Search box 
 









  

  


                      

        


      

    
 

    


    


                    

          
          
                      
                  
    
  

            
    
      
        
  
  
      
        
      
      Persistent URL of this record    https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58775  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  


  

              Documents

        
    
       

   
       	
     	Download
	
         Master thesis       
	
       open access                                              


     

 
  

    

  


  

              In Collections

        
    
      
This item can be found in the following collections:

	Literary Studies (MA)



    

  

  

              

 
          
          
                                          
              
                                            
    
  

            
    
      

  
          
              

      

          
          
          
                                        	
                                
                  Javid, Muhammad Asif                                  
                                
                                  (2018)                                
              
	
                  
                                                            Constructing Life Narratives: The Multiple Versions of Maryam Jameelah’s Life                  

              
	
                Master thesis | Literary Studies (MA)              
	
                Focusing on the idea that life narratives are constructions inspired by the motives of their narrators and controlled by the frames of the genre, the present study engages with selected narratives of the private life of Islamic convert and religious writer Maryam Jameelah (1934-2012), who immigrated to Pakistan from the United States of America. The study considers three types of narratives: Jameelah’s private correspondences, biographer Deborah Baker’s interpretations of Jameelah’s letters, and the devotional obituaries of her faith-fellows. Using Roy F. Baumeister and Leonard S. Newman’s theory that autobiographical narrative constructions are controlled by interpretative and interpersonal motivations, I try to uncover Jameelah’s implicit goals in both writing and later publishing her letters. With the help of Ira Bruce Nadel’s idea that biographical representations depend on the biographer’s motives, I elucidate how Baker’s personal interest in Jameelah as a forerunner of modern...Show moreFocusing on the idea that life narratives are constructions inspired by the motives of their narrators and controlled by the frames of the genre, the present study engages with selected narratives of the private life of Islamic convert and religious writer Maryam Jameelah (1934-2012), who immigrated to Pakistan from the United States of America. The study considers three types of narratives: Jameelah’s private correspondences, biographer Deborah Baker’s interpretations of Jameelah’s letters, and the devotional obituaries of her faith-fellows. Using Roy F. Baumeister and Leonard S. Newman’s theory that autobiographical narrative constructions are controlled by interpretative and interpersonal motivations, I try to uncover Jameelah’s implicit goals in both writing and later publishing her letters. With the help of Ira Bruce Nadel’s idea that biographical representations depend on the biographer’s motives, I elucidate how Baker’s personal interest in Jameelah as a forerunner of modern Islamic extremism influences her presentation stratagem. Engaging with Bridget Fowler’s model of positive and negative obituaries, and using Samuel K. Bonsu’s idea that obituary writers pursue personal gains in highlighting positive attributes of the deceased and hiding those they deem undesirable, I analyze selected obituaries on Jameelah. This study illuminates that Jameelah’s life is described differently in accordance with narrative forms and cultural values. It shows that distinct genres employ certain uniquely identifiable modes and conventions in their narrative structures.Show less              
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