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                                                            "Unconquered still": the continuation and dissemination of Malcolm X’s story through artistic appropriation in Ayman Yossri’s Subtitles series                  

              
	
                Master thesis | Arts and Culture (MA)              
	
                This thesis examines the appropriative strategy of the Saudi Arabian artist Ayman Yossri, as he takes print screens from Spike Lee's film Malcolm X (1992). The resulting prints depict frozen cinematic images overlaid by Arabic subtitles which, taken out of the linear narrative of the film, produce meaning in alternative ways, depending on the new cultural contexts in which they are placed, and the interpretive mind of the viewer. Recognizing the ability of appropriations to temporally continue existing narratives, and to spatially disseminate them across cultures, this thesis examines what current significance Yossri's work establishes for the historical personality Malcolm X, and the intercultural implications of his story traveling from the Unites States to Saudi Arabia. The first question is explored through the theoretical lenses of art and agency (Alfred Gell) and art as counter-hegemonic intervention (Chantal Mouffe), in order to recontextualize Malcolm X's legacy of political...Show moreThis thesis examines the appropriative strategy of the Saudi Arabian artist Ayman Yossri, as he takes print screens from Spike Lee's film Malcolm X (1992). The resulting prints depict frozen cinematic images overlaid by Arabic subtitles which, taken out of the linear narrative of the film, produce meaning in alternative ways, depending on the new cultural contexts in which they are placed, and the interpretive mind of the viewer. Recognizing the ability of appropriations to temporally continue existing narratives, and to spatially disseminate them across cultures, this thesis examines what current significance Yossri's work establishes for the historical personality Malcolm X, and the intercultural implications of his story traveling from the Unites States to Saudi Arabia. The first question is explored through the theoretical lenses of art and agency (Alfred Gell) and art as counter-hegemonic intervention (Chantal Mouffe), in order to recontextualize Malcolm X's legacy of political activism in the contemporary world, and to examine how it uses this legacy in order to critique current political orders. The second question approaches Yossri's works as artefacts created from intercultural processes, and exhibited in multicultural contexts. Drawing from ongoing debates concerning intercultural dialogue and the postcolonial discourse of otherness, Yossri's appropriations of Malcolm X's story are understood as forums, examining their possibilities and limitations in mediating intercultural understanding. Additionally, studies of the Arabic language and grammar are referenced throughout the thesis, in order to understand the concepts conveyed by the Arabic subtitles in Yossri's work, and the way these relate to the images with which they are juxtaposed.Show less              

	Author
	Tromp, Kasper


                                                                                                                                                                	Faculty
	Faculty of Humanities


                                                                                  	Specialisation
	Art of the Contemporary World/World Art Studies


                                                        	Supervisors
	Westgeest, Helen


                                                        	ECTS Credits
	20


                                                        	Language
	en


                                                                                                            

      
    



    

  

  

                                        

 




        
 
       

    
          
    
  

            
    
      ©2020-2024 Leiden University

				A service provided by Leiden University Libraries

    

  


  

            
    
      	Contact
	About us
	Recently Added
	Digital Collections
	Scholarly Publications

    

  

  

      
 

  

 
  