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                 In this thesis, the (mal) functioning of the Senegalese state in the context of conflict (the Casamance crisis) is analyzed through four domains namely local administration, the security sectors, the borders and the communication domain where high ‘state density’ is expected in order to maintain its authority and sovereignty.  However, the grip of the state on the social body remains weak and its powers are very limited in these sectors leading to necessary and continuous negotiations with other actors (traditional leaders, rebels, NGO, etc.), which sometimes are a serious threat to the state’s authority and are a symptom of its fragility. By using the metaphor of a sponge, hence the concept of “the Spontex State”, I demonstrate that, paradoxically, states in Africa in general, and the Senegalese state in particular, are keen to strategize their weakness. Their sponge-like characteristics permit a form of retractability. It allows absorbing and resisting forces that...Show more In this thesis, the (mal) functioning of the Senegalese state in the context of conflict (the Casamance crisis) is analyzed through four domains namely local administration, the security sectors, the borders and the communication domain where high ‘state density’ is expected in order to maintain its authority and sovereignty.  However, the grip of the state on the social body remains weak and its powers are very limited in these sectors leading to necessary and continuous negotiations with other actors (traditional leaders, rebels, NGO, etc.), which sometimes are a serious threat to the state’s authority and are a symptom of its fragility. By using the metaphor of a sponge, hence the concept of “the Spontex State”, I demonstrate that, paradoxically, states in Africa in general, and the Senegalese state in particular, are keen to strategize their weakness. Their sponge-like characteristics permit a form of retractability. It allows absorbing and resisting forces that contest its power. Its retractability helps the state to avoid, at least partially, more serious confrontations with various actors. The capacity of retention and retraction of the sponge, reflected in the state, leads to great flexibility, through which the state sustains it grip and, ultimately, reinforces its overall authority. Show less              
	
                State
Governance technology
Authority
Borders
Conflict
Law
Tradition
Decentralization
Casamance
Senegal
              

	All authors
	Diallo, F.


                       
               
               
                                                              	Supervisor
	Bruijn, M.E. de; Dijk, J.W.M. van; Kanté, B.


                       
               
                                                              	Committee
	Buskens, L.P.H.M.; Frerks, G.E.; Marut, J.C.


                       
               
                                                              	Qualification
	Doctor (dr.)


                                                            	Awarding Institution
	
                                                              Humanities                                              ,                                                                                     Leiden University                                      


                                                                                            	Date
	2016-05-18


                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

      
    



    

  

  

                                        

 




        
 
       

    
          
    
  

            
    
      ©2020-2024 Leiden University

				A service provided by Leiden University Libraries

    

  


  

            
    
      	Contact
	About us
	Recently Added
	Digital Collections
	Student Repository

    

  

  

      
 

  

 
  