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                                                            Neuropsychiatric phenomena in Huntington’s disease                  

              
	
                Doctoral Thesis              
	
                 This thesis describes a study on neuropsychiatric symptoms in Huntington’s Disease (HD). This cohort study was performed in HD mutation carriers (both pre-motor symptomatic and motor symptomatic), and a control group of non-carriers that had an a-priori 50% risk for HD. The study started in may 2004 and a second measurement was performed 2 years later. The aim of this study was to study the presence and course of both formal psychiatric disorders and neuropsychiatric symptoms, and to find correlates and predictors associated with the psychiatric phenomena.

 This cohort study confirms that neuropsychiatric symptoms   frequently occur in patients with HD. We expected a diminished insight in patients with a neuropsychiatric symptoms like irritability, but most patients were aware of their irritability. A strong relationship was found between the presence of psychopathology, cognitive functioning and global daily functioning.

 Irritability may be an early sign of the...

Show more This thesis describes a study on neuropsychiatric symptoms in Huntington’s Disease (HD). This cohort study was performed in HD mutation carriers (both pre-motor symptomatic and motor symptomatic), and a control group of non-carriers that had an a-priori 50% risk for HD. The study started in may 2004 and a second measurement was performed 2 years later. The aim of this study was to study the presence and course of both formal psychiatric disorders and neuropsychiatric symptoms, and to find correlates and predictors associated with the psychiatric phenomena.

 This cohort study confirms that neuropsychiatric symptoms   frequently occur in patients with HD. We expected a diminished insight in patients with a neuropsychiatric symptoms like irritability, but most patients were aware of their irritability. A strong relationship was found between the presence of psychopathology, cognitive functioning and global daily functioning.

 Irritability may be an early sign of the disease, but only apathy was closely related to the progression of HD indicating a relationship with the progressive neurodegenerative nature of the disease. However, we also found associations with apathy and irritability, and the use of psychotropic medications.
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