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                Jewel or honorary symbol? The stephane has been depicted on statues and coins, mortal and divine women and over the course of more than a thousand years. Ever since the birth of archaeology, the scientific community of historians and archaeologists has been well acquainted with the object that is called the stephane. Its representation on statues and coins has been observed and commented, but its rarity in the archaeological record has received little attention. The intention of this study is to facilitate a better understanding of the function and meaning of the stephane in the context of the Roman world. In order to achieve this, a case study of the stephane in Roman Imperial portraiture in its numismatic context, is presented here. Several conclusions could be drawn from the case study, first among them the conclusion that the stephane was not worn as a piece of jewellery in the Roman world. Moreover, this study argues that the stephane was equal to the male honorary symbols like...Show moreJewel or honorary symbol? The stephane has been depicted on statues and coins, mortal and divine women and over the course of more than a thousand years. Ever since the birth of archaeology, the scientific community of historians and archaeologists has been well acquainted with the object that is called the stephane. Its representation on statues and coins has been observed and commented, but its rarity in the archaeological record has received little attention. The intention of this study is to facilitate a better understanding of the function and meaning of the stephane in the context of the Roman world. In order to achieve this, a case study of the stephane in Roman Imperial portraiture in its numismatic context, is presented here. Several conclusions could be drawn from the case study, first among them the conclusion that the stephane was not worn as a piece of jewellery in the Roman world. Moreover, this study argues that the stephane was equal to the male honorary symbols like the royal diadema, signifying the elevated, semi-divine, status of its wearer.Show less              
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