Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/26884 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.
Author: Erhard, Dirk
Title: The parabolic Anderson model and long-range percolation
Issue Date: 2014-07-01

Acknowledgments
The completion of my PhD required the help and support of many people. First of all, I
would like to thank my supervisor Frank den Hollander. He was always encouraging and
had an infinite amount of patience, even when my research was stuck. When I started
I admired him as a researcher, now I also admire him as a person. I am very thankful
that I had the possibility to work with him, which also gave me the opportunity to get
in touch with many interesting and kind people.
One of them is Grégory Maillard, my co-supervisor. At the beginning of my PhD
he spent a good amount of time explaining to me how to write a mathematical paper.
Afterwards he never showed any signs of tiredness from listening to and commenting
on my very often non-consistent mathematical thoughts. Moreover, during my visits to
Marseille he provided me with a home there. I am deeply grateful to him.
A special thanks goes to the promotion committee: Remco van der Hofstad, Wolfgang
König and Peter Mörters. Despite their tight schedule, they were kind enough to take
time to read this thesis.
Let
thesis
me to
found

me add some extra lines for Wolfgang König. He was my advisor for my diploma
in Berlin and he brought me in contact with Frank den Hollander, which enabled
go to Leiden. Moreover, when I wanted to pass by at his office in Berlin he always
some time to discuss about mathematics and life.

I further want to express my gratitude to Alexander Drewitz. A part of this thesis is
joint work with him. Because of his relaxed but focused way to discuss, the collaboration
with him was always fun, productive and inspiring. Furthermore I want to thank Julián
Martı́nez and Julien Poisat. Also they contributed to this thesis by sharing a research
project with me. Working with two very close friends was an incredible experience.
Words are not enough to describe my gratefulness to them for the way in which they
supported me in the various situations of my life here in Leiden.
Let me thank the support staff of the Mathematical Institute in Leiden. Besides making
the Mathematical Institute working very smoothly, they were always helpful in answering
my questions.
Furthermore, I would like to thank the people of the research group in Leiden who accompanied me over the past three years for making the institute a cozy place, where it
always felt nice to go. I will miss this atmosphere very much.

199

Bibliography

Moving to a new city to do a PhD requires the support of friends. Therefore I would
like to thank all the people with whom I shared and still share nice moments in Alexander
Dubcekplaats, Apothekersdijk, Johan de Wittstraat, Kraanbaan, Opaalstraat, Pelgrimspoort and other places in Leiden. You have been a great support to me and I am very
thankful that I have met you.
At this point I would also like to thank my friends from Berlin, who always gave me a
warm welcome during my visits to Berlin and who provided the necessary distraction
from academic life.
I am deeply indebted to Marina for her support. She always found, in her unique manner,
the right way to make every moment special. Last but not least I am very grateful to
my parents and my sisters Kathrin and Kristina, who have been there for me with love
in every moment of my life.

200

Curriculum Vitae
Dirk Erhard was born in Berlin on 20 January 1985. He studied at the Technische
Universität Berlin, completing his diploma in mathematics in 2010 under the supervision
of Prof. Dr. Wolfgang König. From September 2008 until July 2009 he was an Erasmus
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