
  
    Skip to main content
  

    


    
      

        
                  


        
          
                          
                
              
                      

                            
                    Leiden University                    Scholarly Publications
                  

                  


                
          
            
                  
    
  
    	Home
	Submit
	About
	
  Select Collection 
 All collections
Dissertations
Academic speeches
Faculty of Archaeology
Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs
Faculty of Humanities
Faculty of Science
Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences
Leiden Journals, Conference Proceedings and Books
Leiden Law School
Leiden University Press
Medicine / Leiden University Medical Centre (LUMC)
Research output UL





  Search box 
 









  

  


                      

        


      

    
 

    


    


                    

          
          
                      
                  
    
  

            
    
      
        
  
  
      
        
      
      Persistent URL of this record    https://hdl.handle.net/1887/22834  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  


  

              Documents

        
    
       

       
       	
     	Download
	
         Full text       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Cover       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Title page_Contents       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 1 General introduction       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Section 1       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 2       
	
       open access                                              
	
       Full text at publishers site     


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 3       
	
       open access                                              
	
       Full text at publishers site     


     
	
     	Download
	
         Section 2       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 4       
	
       open access                                              
	
       Full text at publishers site     


     
	
     	Download
	
         Section 3       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 5       
	
       open access                                              
	
       Full text at publishers site     


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 6       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 7       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Chapter 8 Summary and discussion       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         References       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Summary in Dutch       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Publication list_Acknowledgements_Biography       
	
       open access                                              


     
	
     	Download
	
         Propositions       
	
       open access                                              


     

 
  

    

  


  

              In Collections

        
    
      
This item can be found in the following collections:

	Dissertations



    

  

  

              

 
          
          
                                          
              
                                            
    
  

            
    
      

  
          
              

      

          
          
          
                                        	
                                
                  Van Harmelen, A.                                  
                                
                                  (2013)                                
              
	
                  
                                                            Childhood emotional maltreatment : impact on cognition and the brain                  

              
	
                Doctoral Thesis              
	
                When a child is often scolded or threatened by his parents (emotional abuse) and /or when a child is structurally ignored or isolated by his parents (emotional neglect) we call this childhood emotional maltreatment (CEM). CEM is the most common form of child abuse, however, CEM is also the most hidden, underreported and least studied form of child abuse. An important reason for this may be because that the consequences of CEM are underestimated (e.g. __Sticks and Stones may break bones, but words will never hurt me__). However, this thesis shows that CEM is related with a persistent negative impact on cognition and the brain. We discovered that individuals that report CEM show differential structure and function of a brain area (the medial prefrontal cortex) that is crucial for role in responding to stress and thinking about yourself. Individuals with CEM also showed more activity in an area that signals threat (the amygdala) which may represent a persistent vigilance towards the...Show moreWhen a child is often scolded or threatened by his parents (emotional abuse) and /or when a child is structurally ignored or isolated by his parents (emotional neglect) we call this childhood emotional maltreatment (CEM). CEM is the most common form of child abuse, however, CEM is also the most hidden, underreported and least studied form of child abuse. An important reason for this may be because that the consequences of CEM are underestimated (e.g. __Sticks and Stones may break bones, but words will never hurt me__). However, this thesis shows that CEM is related with a persistent negative impact on cognition and the brain. We discovered that individuals that report CEM show differential structure and function of a brain area (the medial prefrontal cortex) that is crucial for role in responding to stress and thinking about yourself. Individuals with CEM also showed more activity in an area that signals threat (the amygdala) which may represent a persistent vigilance towards the detection of threat from others. These brain changes may underlie our other findings that individuals with CEM think more negatively about themselves and others. Negative thoughts can evoke negative thoughts and in new situations, which reinforces more negative memories. Due to this process, emotionally abused individuals may be more vulnerable to develop a depressive and/or anxiety disorder. Our findings warrant scientific and policital investments to increase societal awareness about the detrimental impact of CEM on cognition and the brain. Increased societal knowledge will hopefully lead to better awareness, reports, and subsequent interventions for individuals with CEM.Show less              
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