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                Master thesis | Archaeology (MA/MSc)              
	
                Excavations at the Early Medieval site of Oegstgeest, located in the Dutch Rhine estuary, have yielded the burials of three horses and three dogs. In order to understand why these animals were buried and how their burials relate to the roles these animals fulfilled for the inhabitants of the settlement, a zooarchaeological study of their articulated remains has been combined with a critical analysis of existing literature and previous notions about the nature of Early Medieval dog and horse burials. It is argued that at the buried horses were first used as riding animals and then sacrificed to display wealth and status. The buried dogs on the other hand were considered social companions and buried accordingly after they died. Both the burying of dogs and sacrifice of horses fits a burial pattern specific for the North Sea coast, and could indicate the presence of a local elite at the settlement of Oegstgeest, with the means to keep large dogs and kill valuable riding steeds.              
	
                Early Medieval
Early Middle Ages
Dog burial
Horse burial
Old Rhine
Merovingian settlement
              

	Author
	Buhrs, Elfi


                                                                                                                                                                                          	Faculty
	Faculty of Archaeology


                                                                                  	Specialisation
	Palaeoecology


                                                        	Supervisors
	Kolfschoten, Thijs van


                                                        	ECTS Credits
	20


                                                        	Language
	en


                                                                                                            

      
    



    

  

  

                                        

 




        
 
       

    
          
    
  

            
    
      ©2020-2024 Leiden University

				A service provided by Leiden University Libraries

    

  


  

            
    
      	Contact
	About us
	Recently Added
	Digital Collections
	Scholarly Publications

    

  

  

      
 

  

 
  