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                Myocardial infarction and ischaemic stroke are both forms of arterial thrombosis. It is unclear to what extent hypercoagulability is a causal factor of these diseases and whether this effect might be different for myocardial infarction and ischaemic stroke. Several measures of hypercoagulability were investigated in the RATIO study, a nationwide population based case-control study which includes 248 women with myocardial infarction, 203 women with ischaemic stroke and 925 control women, all under 50 years of age. Chapter 2 describes the relationship of a positive family history of arterial thrombosis and the risk of either myocardial infarction or ischaemic stroke. Chapters 3-6 focus on the intrinsic coagulation proteins. Chapters 7-9 describe a genetic approach that focuses on the role of fibrinogen and coagulation factor XIII. Chapter 10 discusses the role of the fibrinolytic capacity, chapter 11 discusses VWF and ADAMTS13, and chapter 12 discusses the risk of myocardial...Show moreMyocardial infarction and ischaemic stroke are both forms of arterial thrombosis. It is unclear to what extent hypercoagulability is a causal factor of these diseases and whether this effect might be different for myocardial infarction and ischaemic stroke. Several measures of hypercoagulability were investigated in the RATIO study, a nationwide population based case-control study which includes 248 women with myocardial infarction, 203 women with ischaemic stroke and 925 control women, all under 50 years of age. Chapter 2 describes the relationship of a positive family history of arterial thrombosis and the risk of either myocardial infarction or ischaemic stroke. Chapters 3-6 focus on the intrinsic coagulation proteins. Chapters 7-9 describe a genetic approach that focuses on the role of fibrinogen and coagulation factor XIII. Chapter 10 discusses the role of the fibrinolytic capacity, chapter 11 discusses VWF and ADAMTS13, and chapter 12 discusses the risk of myocardial infarction and ischaemic stroke associated with the presence of markers of the antiphospholipid syndrome. Chapter 13 provides a summary and discussion of these results. These results suggest that hypercoagulability is a cause of ischaemic stroke, whereas it does not have a major effect on the risk of myocardial infarction in young women.Show less              
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