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                Master thesis | International Relations (MA)              
	
                In the past, scholars have associated negative representation of the Middle East and its people in Disney's movie Aladdin with political tensions between the U.S. and the Middle East. However, with the release of a new, less problematic version of Aladdin but continued tensions between the U.S. and the Middle East, this research poses the question “How can we understand the changing representation of the Middle East in Hollywood movies?” This research uses semiotics, as well as parts of Daniel Bar-Tal's model on stereotype formation to examine what factors influence representation of the Middle East in movies. It finds that representation in movies is dependent on a variety of factors such as politics, economic situation and societal channels.              
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